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Candidate Questionnaire on 

Austin Energy Issues 
 

 

Participating Organizations:  

 

● Public Citizen 

● SEED Coalition 

● Sierra Club 

● Solar Austin 

● Texas ROSE (Ratepayers’ Organization to Save Energy)  

● Clean Water Action 

● Austin Climate Action Network 

● Texas Drought Project 

● First Unitarian Universalist Green Sanctuary Ministry  

● Wildflower Unitarian Universalist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidate Name: Christopher Hutchins 

District: 1 

Email: comradecjhutchins@gmail.com  

Phone: 512-810-9158 
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1. The mission of the Austin Energy Department is to deliver clean, affordable 

reliable energy and excellent customer service. During your term, what will be 

the most important challenge for the city in regard to Austin Energy?  

 

The clean and affordable part. As for affordability, privatizing public need is the worst 

idea in history. Why? Because that which our society requires of us to have or have 

access to becomes unattainable due to the pursuit of profit at the expense of so 

many. So, it's important to keep the utilities public, but as for the transparency, a 

clear and accessible cost analysis is what is lacking. Furthermore, the system of 

billing is whack because it's not really metered, it's supposed. The bills we're paying 

are a reflection of what Austin Energy guesstimates we'll spend based upon the 

median income of whichever area we live in. So, that's not cool. Good thing for me I 

kept living paycheck to paycheck. 

 

As for clean energy, Austin Energy (which is actually the City of Austin dba Austin 

Energy) should adopt a policy of working to put itself out of the job by promoting 

sustainable sources such as solar, bloom boxes...all of the new innovations that are 

becoming realities that were once science fiction and the things we could never 

dream up through fiction or advertising are precisely the things we should be utilizing, 

getting people trained to provide maintenance for such things, et cetera. 

 

2. From a citywide and district perspective, briefly describe your vision for 

managing and improving Austin Energy?  

 

     I am not going to manage Austin Energy. That's almost like asking someone: If you 

could wave a magic wand, how would you make everything better? That's not what 

I'm getting elected to do. So, I'd have to look at that with the other council members, 

come up with ideas that fit the needs of my constituency and then bounce those 

ideas off the other council members.  

 

As for improving Austin Energy, I believe I stated the way to improve it in the answer 

to the first question; to promote and utilize new technologies. 

 

3. What is your position on climate change? 

 

My position on climate change is that the climate is obviously changing. Yes, our 

human activity has an effect on the climate and our well-being. For example, standing 

in a closed garage with a running car is going to have an effect on your health and 

may indeed kill you if you don't do something about it. It's also more than air quality. 

It's our current kind of development, our excessive consumerism and ultimately our 

relationship to the world outside of our own heads. 
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4. Do you support implementation of the recommendations in the report 

developed by the Austin Generation Resource Planning Task Force and are 

there any other specific changes you would like made to the Austin Energy 

Resource, Generation and Climate Protection Plan to 2020?  What would you 

change and how?  

 

Honestly, I haven't read it, I'd be happy to. I might just for kicks. I certainly will once 

elected. In addition I'm immediately suspicious of any plans to help our environment 

because most of our civic system is bought by corporations and in Texas we have a 

political culture of big corp worship. I'm ending that. They won't be around to enjoy all 

their money if it's just going to be business as usual. 

 

5. City Council serves as the board of directors for Austin Energy. As a council 

member, what do you consider your role to be in regard to Austin Energy’s 

governance? 

 

As a member of the board with the views and positions expressed in this 

questionnaire. However, not everyone is like me and I'm not absolutely right. I'm open 

to being wrong and the correct course of action is always the logical course of action, 

in spite of beliefs or whatever. So that's the role I'd play as a board member. 

 

6. What renewable energy resources and programs should be incorporated into 

the Austin Energy generation resource mix?                                                                            

 

All of them, and every new one that emerges. I'd like to add we should be in the 

streets demanding 3D Printers be made available for common use in every 

neighborhood on Earth. 

 

7. How and to what extent should Austin Energy provide customer energy 

efficiency programs? 

 

I don't understand the question.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=213753
http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=213753
http://www.austinenergy.com/wps/wcm/connect/df11d713-1907-42bc-8bdd-f302fa5e187e/2010-AE-resourceGenClimProtTo2020-opt.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://www.austinenergy.com/wps/wcm/connect/df11d713-1907-42bc-8bdd-f302fa5e187e/2010-AE-resourceGenClimProtTo2020-opt.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
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8. What are your thoughts on whether Austin Energy should invest in more 

nuclear reactors and whether the utility should remain involved in the existing 

South Texas Project reactors after their currently scheduled retirement dates of 

2027 and 2028 if they get relicensed for 20 additional years?  

 

Forget Nuclear Energy. It's a health and safety hazard. If anything, it should be used 

as a vehicle for research in controlled, publicly funded environments (academia) so 

that we can discover less dangerous and rarer elements from which to draw upon as 

sources of energy. That is, even if we continue to invest in it as a civilization. I'm 

against nuclear being a public utility. It's bad for us, ultimately. 

We'll have to hire SpaceX to shoot the waste into the Sun! 


