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Candidate Questionnaire on 

Austin Energy Issues 
 

 

Participating Organizations:  

 

● Public Citizen 

● SEED Coalition 

● Sierra Club 

● Solar Austin 

● Texas ROSE (Ratepayers’ Organization to Save Energy)  

● Clean Water Action 

● Austin Climate Action Network 

● Texas Drought Project 

● First Unitarian Universalist Green Sanctuary Ministry  

● Wildflower Unitarian Universalist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidate Name: John C. Sheppard 

District: 2 

Email:  john@johncsheppard.org 

Phone: 512-567- 5646 
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1. The mission of the Austin Energy Department is to deliver clean, affordable 

reliable energy and excellent customer service. During your term, what will be 

the most important challenge for the city in regard to Austin Energy?     

 

Keeping Austin Energy as a public owned utility so that it may be managed as a 

benefit for the entire community will be my primary goal, and in that vein, its 

management and effectiveness needs to be overseen and directed by the council 

itself, not a non-elected board.   Conversion of the Decker plant to a solar site (along 

with the added benefits of using the reservoir their for recreational or drinking water 

purposes), along with adopting a "zero energy use" building construction ordinance 

will go a long way toward making our air and water cleaner, and by taking advantage 

of declining costs of solar and moving away from the volatile natural gas costs- will 

help ensure economic stability for Austin.  Customer service at Austin Energy needs 

to be improved, and additionally, wise business decisions need to encouraged, 

especially regarding a new HQ/campus. 

 

2. From a citywide and district perspective, briefly describe your vision for 

managing and improving Austin Energy?    

 

Customer service at Austin Energy is mediocre.  Also, the utility bill should be used 

as a 'stealth tax' on Austin residents.  Furthermore, unincorporated areas of the 

region that benefit from the reliability of Austin Energy need to share the burden of 

taxation that the rest of us do. 

 

3. What is your position on climate change?   The only thing that stays the same 

is that everything changes.   

 

Austin Energy needs to ensure that all of our resources are used wisely, in a way that 

benefits the City of Austin, the State of Texas, and these United States of American, 

and the Earth- the most. 

 

4. Do you support implementation of the recommendations in the report 

developed by the Austin Generation Resource Planning Task Force and are 

there any other specific changes you would like made to the Austin Energy 

Resource, Generation and Climate Protection Plan to 2020?  What would you 

change and how?  

 

 

 

 

http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=213753
http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=213753
http://www.austinenergy.com/wps/wcm/connect/df11d713-1907-42bc-8bdd-f302fa5e187e/2010-AE-resourceGenClimProtTo2020-opt.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://www.austinenergy.com/wps/wcm/connect/df11d713-1907-42bc-8bdd-f302fa5e187e/2010-AE-resourceGenClimProtTo2020-opt.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
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5. City Council serves as the board of directors for Austin Energy. As a council 

member, what do you consider your role to be in regard to Austin Energy’s 

governance?    

 

The council acts as a board of directors for AE- that role should be to decide policies, 

and hire good people to carry out those policies. 

 

6. What renewable energy resources and programs should be incorporated into 

the Austin Energy generation resource mix?     

 

Only those programs that make sense from should be considered.  We should end 

the practice of implementing programs (such as the bio mass plant in East Texas) 

that are done in a knee jerk manner and / or to placate to some special interest that 

does not serve the greater good. 

 

7. How and to what extent should Austin Energy provide customer energy 

efficiency programs?        

 

Customer efficiency programs should be provided when they make economic sense 

to the community, and to the end user. 

 

8. What are your thoughts on whether Austin Energy should invest in more 

nuclear reactors and whether the utility should remain involved in the existing 

South Texas Project reactors after their currently scheduled retirement dates of 

2027 and 2028 if they get relicensed for 20 additional years?        

 

The STNP was one of the first political initiatives that I stood up and noticed as a 

young person growing up in Austin- it's disappointing that these many years later, 

Austin is still embroiled in this fiasco that has unnecessarily burdened our 

pocketbooks and endangered such an environmentally sensitive area of our state.  

The project uses an inordinate amount of water, and our association with it needs to 

be ended as soon as is viable. 


