
Becky Bray (District 8)  1 
 

Candidate Questionnaire on Austin 

Energy Issues 
 

 

Participating Organizations:  

 

● Public Citizen 

● SEED Coalition 

● Sierra Club 

● Solar Austin 

● Texas ROSE (Ratepayers’ Organization to Save Energy)  

● Clean Water Action 

● Austin Climate Action Network 

● Texas Drought Project 

● First Unitarian Universalist Green Sanctuary Ministry  

● Wildflower Unitarian Universalist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidate Name: Becky Bray 

District: 8 

Email: becky@brayfor8.com 

Phone: 512-762-5406 
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1. The mission of the Austin Energy Department is to deliver clean, affordable 

reliable energy and excellent customer service. During your term, what will 

be the most important challenge for the city in regard to Austin Energy?  

 

• Overhaul the City of Austin Utility Commission  
 

• Evaluate emissions and environmental regulations regarding stacks one and two 
at the Fayette Power Project.   

• Review who is on the Joint Management Committee.  
 

• Spend some time with LCRA to increase environmental effectiveness as a 
partner and assist the City as well. 
 

2. From a citywide and district perspective, briefly describe your vision for 
managing and improving Austin Energy?  
 

The responses to #1 also apply to this question. I would also add that I believe many 

of the initiatives that have been put into place have hamstrung Austin Energy. Each 

needs to be thoroughly reviewed in order to understand their impacts to the residents 

of Austin. 

 

3.  What is your position on climate change? 
 

I believe climate change is occurring but it is not being solely caused by human 
action – the weather certainly has something impact. 

 

4. Do you support implementation of the recommendations in the report 

developed by the Austin Generation Resource Planning Task Force and are 

there any other specific changes you would like made to the Austin Energy 

Resource, Generation and Climate Protection Plan to 2020? What would you 

change and how?  

 

I support the premise behind the creation of the Austin Energy Resource, 

Generation and Climate Protection Plan to 2020 but I think many of the objectives 

and initiatives discussed need to be subjected to a stringent cost benefit analysis. 

Increases in rates and fees need to be prioritized and justified so customers and 

residents are educated as to their benefits and costs. 
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5. City Council serves as the board of directors for Austin Energy. As a council 
member, what do you consider your role to be in regard to Austin Energy’s 
governance?  

 
I think the roll of the City Council is as a policy making body. They should hire the 

head of the utility to implement their policies. If he/she doesn’t do this adequately 

then we will need to find another leader. The City has many outstanding professions 

already at AE and we need to continue to have the best professionals working in this 

area. This includes utility and environmental professionals and specialists. 

 

6. What renewable energy resources and programs should be incorporated 
into the Austin Energy generation resource mix?  

 
I am a traffic engineer not a utility specialist; therefore, I will need to learn quite a bit 

in this area before making any policy decisions. I want to have a complete 

understanding of this program including environmental impacts and fiscal 

implications including debt. 

 

7. How and to what extent should Austin Energy provide customer energy 
efficiency programs?  

 
I support the current energy efficiency programs that are in place. The city budget 

currently under consideration allows for the continuation of these programs with 

minor alternations that allow for better allocation of the fiscal resources. I do know 

that if you are in the business of selling energy and then you conserve energy it 

impacts your revenue. Therefore, one has to be very watchful over the impact of 

these types of policies which seem simple on their face but may have unintended 

consequences. 

 

8. What are your thoughts on whether Austin Energy should invest in more 

nuclear reactors and whether the utility should remain involved in the existing 

South Texas Project reactors after their currently scheduled retirement dates 

of 2027 and 2028 if they get relicensed for 20 additional years?  

 

I support our involvement with the South Texas Project depending on its 

environmental impact and safety record. We need to have a variety of energy 

sources from which to draw.

 


